
 
AGENDA 

Board of County Commissioners 
Carter County, Tennessee 

REGULAR SESSION 
Monday, June 15, 2020 at 6:00 PM 

 
 
 
 

1. Call to Order 

2. Courthouse Emergency Egress Plan- EMA Office 

3. Roll Call- County Clerk 

4. Approval of Agenda 

5. Opening Prayer- Commissioner Willie Campbell 

6. Pledge of Allegiance 

7. Recognition of Elected & Appointed Officials/Guests 

8. Acceptance of Meeting Minutes From May Meeting  

9. Approval of Notaries & Bonds 
 

10. Public Comments- 5 minutes per person  

11. Mayoral Report – Mayor Rusty Barnett 

12. Committee Reports 

13. County Attorney Report  

14. Commissioner Comments 

15. Adjourn 

















































































































Minutes 
Agricultural Committee 

University of Tennessee Extension Carter County 
May 12, 2020 4:00 p.m. 
Zoom Virtual Meeting 

 

Present:, Robert Acuff, Vickie Clark, Emily Barton, Lacie Young, Bobby Blevins, Kathleen Wilson, Cathy 
Bunton, Tracey Buckles, Abby Frye 
 
Vickie Clark called the meeting to order at 4:06 p.m. Roll was called: quorum was not present.  
 
The minutes for February 18, 2020 were reviewed. The minutes were approved. 
 
Public Comments:  None 
 
Old Business:  
Replacing Broken Windows: Discussion by Vickie Clark. Window Panes and company are ready to install 
and can be scheduled when we return to working in the office. 
 
Tree Lighting: Emily Barton updated the committee regarding the Tree Lighting committee that has been 
formed. Lights were taken off the tree and stored in the outbuilding beside the Extension Office. Hoover 
Arborist has or will be treating the tree as recommended during the week of May 12, 2020. 
Measurements are being take to determine how to string the lights on the tree. The committee is 
discussing having a larger event, partnering with Downtown Business and Parks and Rec. The ceremony 
around the tree will be similar, but more to do all day and afternoon. UT Extension will still help host the 
day of the event as in previous years and 4-H will have a role in the ceremony.  
 
New Business:  
COVID 19 Updates 
Vickie Clark brought updates on UT requirements for COVID 19.  Extension Staff is working from home. 
We are beginning a phased approach to returning to the office and then opening the office to the public. 
A document with more detail was shared to the committee. All calls are being received by Kathleen 
Wilson. We are serving via phone, text message, email, video conference, and using social distance 
practices such as porch drop off and pick up, and meeting from cars with distance between clients. We 
are till serving Carter County. 
 
UT Extension has been asked by Governor Lee to assist the Health Department in distributing free face 
masks. So far we have given 5,000 masks in Carter County. The Healthy Department is distributing 
primarily to walk up clients; we are distributing to groups and churches. These include: Carter County 
Schools, health clinics in Roan Mountain, TLC, and several churches.  
 
Committee Comments  
The committee discussed new locations to distribute other masks including locations in Stoney Creek, 
Roan Mountain, Watauga Lake, and Elizabethton. 
 
 



Vickie Clark asked about the Workforce Development site. Discussion of that site has been postponed by 
committees due to COVID 19.  
 
Dr. Acuff discussed an opportunity for livestock load out facilities possibly as a partnership. Discussion of 
legally direct marketing meat and produce to consumers occurred. 
Mr. Tester discussed beef processing and asked what are our options for meat processing in Carter 
County and what are the options for increasing our ability to process meat by adding new industry or 
small business. Several locations were discussed including, Potters in Watauga.  
Kathleen Wilson discussed options for processing including TDA and USDA Inspecting, certification 
processes, and the current status of meat processing.  
 
Further discussion on the possibility of a program with the Unaka High School Meat Program to help 
students graduate with credentials in meat processing for a career and ability of the program to 
operate.  
 
Mark Tester asked if Canning was a larger interest this year. Vickie Clark replied that calls are picking up 
for this topic and her upcoming online course has lots of interest.  
 
Program Updates: 
Agriculture Updates: 

• Master Beef Courses are working toward creating online classes 
o Long process 

• Participated First Multi-County Master Beef Class Online; 50 participants 
o Sullivan, Johnson, Unicoi, Washington, Greene, Hawkins, Handcock 

• Homesteading is at an all-time high 
o Increase in gardens 
o Increase raising livestock 
o Chickens are one of the biggest request on information 

• Still answering all the standard calls 
o Soil samples 
o Fertilizer 
o Chemical recommendations 
o   

• Increase in search for sources for beef, pork processing 
o H & H Booked until January 

• Producers are capitalizing on the desire to buy local 
o Farm Market Stores business increased 
o People are considering opening them 

• Projects in Johnson County 
o Meat Processing Facility 
o Milk Bottling Project 

 
FCS Updates:     

• State FCE Conference is cancelled and any regional and state events scheduled before July 31. 

• FCE members and community partners have made 636 handmade facemasks for Carter County 
nursing home residents and care givers. 

• On-line Food Preservation Classes are being offered. 



• Working with Health Department to distribute over 5,000 face masks sent by Governor’s COVID-
19 task force for Carter County residents. 

4-H: 

• 7 students completed online website portfolios for scholarship funds. 

• 3 students reported receiving scholarship funds that they completed with help from UT 
Extension and 4-H. 

• 4-H Honor Club held their first virtual 4-H meeting. 15 attended. Discussion of service ideas 
virtually and with social distancing. Project Work is still going strong. Students are writing 
devotionals and short stories, knitting and quilting, caring for a wide variety of animals, making 
videos for local assisted living residents to have musical visitors, gardening, cooking, and much 
more. The next meeting will be virtually May 20 at 4 p.m. 

• A virtual demonstration contest was held in the Upper 8 counties for 4-H members to show 
their project work and teach others. Students submitted videos to be judged. 

• Chick Chain Chickens were distributed March 19 and families are doing well. 

• 4-H Summer Camp has been cancelled due to COVID 19 precautions. 

• 4-H Academic UN Conference is being held virtually. This is a virtual college experience FREE for 
any 6th-8th grader. No previous 4-H membership needed. Contact us to register. 

• Carter County 4-H is planning virtual day classes and contest for the entire summer. 

• 4-H Livestock and Wildlife judging students are practicing virtually for contests that will be held 
through online formats 

• Next Chapter Pilot program with 8th grade at Unaka and Little Milligan is preparing students to 
make decisions for college and careers. Students will receive a gift bag from UT for participating 
this year. 

• 3 sophomores and one volunteer will attend Tennessee 4-H Congress in Nashville in August 
 
TNCEP 

• In response to covid-19 cancelling face to face interactions, the community and clients 
have been being reached with nutrition education and physical activity education 
through online resources. 

• Facebook posts have included Demo Videos focused on Getting Active, Bacteria Growth 
on Food (Food Safety), and Encouraging Kids to Eat their Vegetables. Demo videos have 
reached over 700 people.  

• Facebook resources articles have been posted including topics such as Safe Sanitizing, 
Getting Active, Recipes, Commodity Foods, Food Planning. Resource articles have 
reached over 1600 people. 

• Carter County TNCEP also offered an online version of our class Eating Smart Moving 
More which 7 people were enrolled. The class included recorded videos, handouts, 
recipes and recipe videos. Those who graduated the class will receive a kitchen and 
physical activity tool bag. 

• Carter County TNCEP is in the process of planning an online delivery of MyPlate for 
MyFamily as well. 

• Carter County TNCEP is working with 4-H on contributing to a weekly 4-H Newsletter 
over the summer. 

 
Adjourned 5:15 p.m. 
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