HIGHWAY COMMITTEE
February 7, 2019

6:00 P.M.
PRESENT: Nancy Brown, Charles VonCannon, Austin Jaynes, Ginger Holdren, Gary Bailey,
Sonja Culler and Robin McKamey '
ABSENT: Mark Blevins
CALL TO ORDER: Charles VonCannon, Chairman
ROLL CALL: Quorum Present

Approval of Minutes: Motion was made by Somja Culler, seconded by Austin Jaynes to
approve the minutes of the January 3, 2019, with the change of “lose” to “loose” on page 1
noted by Chairman VonCannon. By voice roll call vote, motion carried.

Approval of Agenda: Chairman VonCannon amended the agenda to include an issue on
Ridgefield Drive under New Business. Motion was made by Ginger Holdren, seconded by

. Nancy Brown to approve the agenda with the amendment. By voice roll call vote, motion

carried.

Old Business: Chairman VonCannon stated Supt. Colbaugh had indicated he had looked at the
flooding problem on Rittertown Road and had a couple of possible solutions. Supt. Colbaugh
explained to Zane Church what he was willing to do to correct the problem. Gary Bailey stated
he had looked into the situation as well and felt Supt. Colbaugh's plan of action would help. Mr.
Church also stated rocks had been pushed from the road by county vehicles into his fence. Supt.
Colbaugh said he could help with the removal of the rocks but could not fix the damage to the
fence because it was on private property. Ginger Holdren said this issue should stay on the
agenda until it was resolved.

Chairman VonCannon informed the committee George Williams was willing to go back to the
landowners on Sinking Creek Road and tell them once again the county cannot construct a
cemetery road on private property. He stated if the residents did not get a road to the cemetery,
some were unwilling to donate property to the county to straighten the dangerous curve on
Sinking Creek Road. Mr. Williams planned to talk to the landowners once again and just wait
and see what happens.

Supt. Colbaugh stated quite a bit of work had been done on Clarktown Road but the pipe had
still not been installed due to the weather. He said Connie Williams seemed satisfied enough
with the work done so far, he felt this issue could be removed from the agenda.

As debris is clogging crossover pipes and box culverts, Chairman VonCannon stated he had
contacted Rob Toney of the Elizabethton Electric System about chipping trees near streams
when swamping under power lines. Mr. Toney said the had not been using one but he would try
to get them to use a chipper. Chairman VonCannon stated the county had no representation
with any of the Elizabethton Electric committees or boards. He said 2/3rds of their customers
were in the county and that needed to change. John Thompson, J.C. Press, stated that may be a
non-issue in the future if BrightRidge Electric-acquires Elizabethton Electric.

Supt. Colbaugh said he had met with Beecher O'Quinn and there was about 150' of guardrail
needed to be installed at the reported site in the Cripple Creek area. This was due to power
lines and the road being sloped. Supt. Colbaugh said Mr. O'Quinn understood as soon as
possible the guardrail would be installed and this item was removed from the agenda.
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Jonathan Powell addressed the Oliver Hollow Road issue stating the property owners have to
buy driveway pipes and have agreed to let the county ditch between the double driveways. He
said two (2) pipes had to be installed and then ditched in order to turn the water to drain on the

. other side. It was questioned as to whether this was the cheapest/casiest way as at some time in

the past the water drained on the other side and could maybe be opened back up. This issue was
left on the agenda until a better look could be taken .

As no committee member knew of any progress on Ron Royce Road connecting with Airport
Road, Chairman VonCannon offered to meet with the Airport Authority to find out any new
details as this item had been removed from the agenda.

No action was taken to remove the stop sign on Sunrise Drive. The consensus of the committee
was the sign would stay up, the case closed and the item be removed from the agenda.

‘Public Hearing;  The meeting recessed into a Public Hearing to adopt Locust Winds Drive as a
county road. As there were no adverse comments, motion was made by Nancy Brown,
seconded by Gary Bailey to present the adoption of Locust Winds Drive as a county road to the
full commission. By roll call vote as follows, motion carried. The meeting was called back into
session.

Mark Blevins absent Nancy Brown aye
Charles VonCannon aye Austin Jaynes aye
Ginger Holdren - aye (Gary Bailey aye
Sonja Culler aye Robin McKaney aye

New Business: Karen Trent, who had recently purchased a house on E. I.. Bowers Road,
addressed the committee about the drainage problem. She passed out pictures of her property
after recent rainy weather and it appeared her house was completely surrounded by water. Due
to the fact there was not an active Planning Commission at the time the subdivision was built,
the developers were not required to worry about the drainage issues at that time. She was told
the Highway Department had dealt with this problem for several years and conducted several
studies and because the Highway Department could not work on private property, there was

_ basically nothing they could do without a cooperative effort by property owners to solve the

problem.

As Chairman VonCannon had been informed of a “pot hole” problem on Ridgefield Road, he
asked Supt. Colbaugh to check into the matter.

Public Comments: none

Highway Superintendent's Report: Supt. Colbaugh state his department had spent $48, 353 on
snow removal in January, mostly in the higher elevations. He presented his January 2019
Activity report which is attached to the minutes

Commissioner Comments: (Gary Bailey brought to the committee's attention the fact an old
logging truck had been sitting on the side of Bailey Street in Hampton for a really long fime
and needed to be removed. He was told to get any information as to whom the property belongs
for and have Atty. Hardin write them a letter. Also, Mr. Bailey addressed the committee
regarding a “sick bank” for employee's short/long term disablilty that may be beneficial to




N

employees. After mentioning this to Sonja Culler, she asked Dr. Acuff to put the item on the
Health & Welfare Committee's agenda.

Nancy Brown stated the stop sign at the bottom of old Buck Mountain Road kept being stolen.

~ Supt. Colbaugh stated he had ways of fixing that and would look mto it.

Chairman VonCannon informed the committee there was no tile or ditching at the new
development on Warrior Lane asking Commissioner Holdren to look into that as 1t was in her

district.

On motion by Sonja Culler, seconded by Nancy Brown the meeting adjourned.

ReSp—ethul-ly submitted: - . Approved for entry; Rt -

Suzi Wallace

Charles VonCannon, Chairman
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