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BE IT REMEMBERED, that the County Commission of Carter County,

Elizabethton, Tennessee, met in Regular Session on September 20, 2010, at

10:00 A.M. in the main courtroom of the Carter County Courthouse. Present

and presiding were the Honorable Lawrence Hodge, Vice-Chairman; the Honorable

Mary Gouge, County Clerk; and the Honorable Keith Bowers, Jr. County Attorney

The newly elected Mayor Leon Humphrey was also present as well as the

following commissioners: Paul Mottern, Gebe Ritchie, Lawrence Hodge,

Nancy Brown, Joel Street, Richard Winters, Ronnie Trivett, Harry Sisk,

Charles VonCannon, L.C. Tester, Steve Lowrance, Tom Bowers, Jo Ann

Blankenship, Dickie Renfro, Ken Arney, Steve Chambers, John Lewis, Sonja

Culler, Russell Kyte, Scott Sams, Bill Armstrong, Pat Hicks and Robert

Gobble. Charlie Bayless was absent.

ROLL CALL QUORUM PRESENT
PRAYER CHARLES VONCANNON
PLEDGE ROBERT GOBBLE



Vice-Chairman Hodge welcomed the newly elected commissioners and the

people in the audience.

In an effort to expedite the County Official's bonds to Nashville,

motion was made by Harry Sisk, seconded by Nancy Brown to approve the bonds as

presented. Motion was then made by Harry Sisk, seconded by Ronnie Trivett to

recess court for thirty (30) minutes in order to have the bonds recorded in

the Register of Deeds office to get these bonds to the Comptroller in a

timely manner. After the short recess, court was reconvened by Vice-Chairman

Hodge. County Official's bonds entered into minutes on pages 482 to 488 .

Next on the agenda was the appointment of the County Commission Chairman

and Vice-Chairman for the next year. Motion was made by Scott Sams, seconded

by Ken Arney to appoint Leon Humphrey Chairman of the commission. Motion was

then made to cease nominations and the roll call vote was as follows:

AYES: Paul Mottern, Gebe Ritchie, Lawrence Hodge, Nancy Brown, Joel Street,
Richard Winters, Ronnie Trivette, Harry Sisk, Charles VonCannon,
L.C. Tester, Steve Lowrance, Tom Bowers, Jo Ann Blankenship, Dickie
Renfro, Ken Arney, Steve Chambers, John Lewis, Sonja Culler, Russell
Kyte, Scott Sams, Bill Armstrong, Pat Hicks & Robert Gobble

NAYS: 0

PASSING: 0
ABSENT: Charlie Bayless

There being 23 ayes, 0 nays, 0 passing and 1 absent, motion duly carried

and the Chair was turned over to Mayor Humphrey to preside. He spoke to the —

Commissioners relating his hopes and expectations for our county and the extreme

importance of everyone working together. He then laid down the following

"ground rules" for the members of the commission as well as for the audience:

turn off all cell phones; always show respect and do not participate in idle

conversation while someone has the floor; only one person will be recognized by

the Chair to speak at any given time; if you wish to address the commission,

stand only after the person who has the floor has finished and wait for

recognition of the Chair; only one motion will be addressed at any given time;

any discussion on a particular motion must pertain to that motion; going off

on irrelevant topics is not in order; and absolutely no personal attacks will

be tolerated. He stated that we are professionals and we've got to build this

trust back to the community.

The appointment of a Vice-Chairman was next on the agenda. Motion was

made by Gebe Ritchie, seconded by Robert Gobble to appoint Lawrence Hodge as

Vice-Chairman. Motion was made for nominations to cease and the roll call

vote was as follows:
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AYES: Paul Mottern, Gebe Ritchie, Nancy Brown, Joel Street, Richard
Winters, Ronnie Trivett, Harry Sisk, Charles VonCannon, L.C.
Tester, Steve Lowrance, Tom Bowers, Jo Ann Blankenship, Charlie
Bayless, Dickie Renfro, Ken Arney, Steve Chambers, John Lewis,
Sonja Culler, Russell Kyte, Scott Sams, Bill Armstrong, Pat Hicks
& Robert Gobble

NAYS: 0

PASSING: Lawrence Hodge
ABSENT: Charlie Bayless

There being 22 ayes, 0 nays, 1 passing and 1 absent motion duly carried.

Motion was made by Ronnie Trivett, seconded by Harry Sisk to approve

the minutes of the August 30, 2010 Commission meeting with a correction

pointed out by Jo Ann Blankenship on page 435 where Jeff McKinney's last

name was left off. By voice roll call vote motion duly carried.

Under Public Comments Dale Moeller criticized the jail site calling

it pathetic construction. He cited lighting and security issues as well

as several tripping hazards.

Mike Morrell, representing the Sons of Confederate Veterans

organization, proposed to the commission the placement of a monument honoring

confederate veterans of the Civil War in Carter County. He stated the

monument would be maintained by the organization. Motion was made by

Ronnie Trivett, seconded by John Lewis to approve the placement. By

voice roll call vote motion duly carried. The monument is to be placed

at the Courthouse Square.

Pat Middleton requested she go on record as not being against

campgrounds or campers but was against commercial business encroaching on

residential property classified as R-l. Mayor Humphrey stated that the

campgrout ordinanace was on the agenda but would not be addressed today.

Tom Anderson, President of Carter County Tomorrow, reported that a

meeting of the Great Smoky Mountain Byway Task Force will be held in Carter

County and would involve seven counties focusing on enabling the region to

gain broader exposure by designating Hwy 321 as a scenic byway. He stated

STL, Corportation located in the Frank Schaffer building planned a small

expansion and that an industrial access route was being planned for the

Industrial Park. He stated that regional support was being sought to recruit

a new business with potentially a $100 million investment that could

possibly create 180 jobs. He related that a group was interested in

purchasing the rail line between Elizabethton and Johnson City for a possible

freight line and passenger service to promote tourism. He stated that

the newly formed Governmental Affairs Committee that will discuss
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local, state and national issues affecting the region was planning a candidate

forum for nine Elizabethton City Council candidates on October 7 at Sycamore

Shoals Park. Lastly, he said there was an upcoming free medical and e-waste

collection scheduled at the Chamber of Commerce parking lot on October 1st and

2nd.

Motion was made by Lawrence Hodge, seconded by Pat Hicks to approve

the following revised schedule of the County Commission meetings. By voice

roll call vote motion duly carried.
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REVISED
CARTER COUNTY COMMISSION

MEETINGS

2010

Tuesday, January 19,2010 7:00 p.m.

Monday, March 15,2010 10:00 a.m.

Monday, April 19,2010 7:00 p.m.

Monday, May 17,2010 10:00 a.m.

Monday, June 21,2010 7:00 p.m.

Monday, July 19,2010 10:00 a.m.

Monday, August 30, 2010 10:00 a.m.

Monday, September 20, 2010 10:00 a.m.

Monday, October 18, 2010 7:00 p.m.

Monday, November 15, 2010 10:00 a.m.

Monday, December 20, 2010 7:00 p.m.

* NOTE CHANGE
Commission will meet on the third Monday in month,
unless it falls on a holiday then the meeting will be held
on Tuesday.



Mayor Humphrey related to the commission that two letters had been

received from the Siam Utility District for the appointment of two

commissioners. He stated that the code pertaining to these appointments said

that if the appointments are not made within a certain period of time, the

first nominee listed was automatically appointed. He declared A. E. Gentry

and Ronnie Hazelwood duly appointed to the Siam Utility District Board of

Commissioners.

The Mayor explained that the recent election had created vacancies

on several of the Committee & Boards and that after interviewing the newly

elected Commissioners he had made mayoral appointments to remedy the

situation temporarily. Motion was made by Harry Sisk, seconded by John Lewis

to confirm the temporary appointments to the committees until the October

2010 meeting. Tom Bowers then stated that in a meeting years ago it was

decided that the three commissioners from each district would decide who would be

appointed to the major committees and felt that tradition should be followed

until the October meeting. Mr. Bowers went on to say that he only had one

objection at this time and that was with the Work Release/Grievence committee

appointed by the Sheriff. His objection was to the appointment of Willie

Mathes, the Sheriff's father, stating it was definitely a violation of

the nepotism policy. Motion was made by Tom Bowers, seconded by Dickie

Renfro to approve the list of committees presented with the exception of

the Work Release/Grievence committee. By voice roll call vote motion duly

carried. List of committees entered on pages 489 to 491

Keith Bowers, County Attorney, presented a Memorandum of Understanding

between the County and the City regarding the moving of a water line at the

jail site where a retaining wall is to be placed. The City of Elizabethton

agrees to pay for the cost of the materials needed to relocate this water

line and the County agrees to pay for the cost of the labor. Motion was

made by Tom Bowers, seconded by Jo Ann Blankenship to accept the

Memorandum of Understanding. Roll call vote as follows:

AXES: Paul Mottern, Gebe Ritchie, Lawrence Hodge, Nancy Brown, Joel
Street, Richard Winters, Ronnie Trivett, Harry Sisk, Charles
VonCannon, L.C. Tester, Steve Lowrance, Tom Bowers, Jo Ann
Blankenship, Dickie Renfro, Ken Arney, Steve Chambers, John
Lewis, Sonja Culler,Russell Kyte, Scott Sams, Bill Armstrong,
Pat Hick & Robert Gobble

NAYS: 0
PASSING: 0

ABSENT: Charlie Bayless

There being 23 ayes, 0 nays, 0 passing and 1absent motion duly carried.


































































































